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Him crucified, both to Mini Fm and People. 
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55 fooliſhneſs of preaching to 2 them that believe. 
A 2 


1 CORINTH. R 


For I determined nor to now any thing 
among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 


Him cructhed, 


HES E words may be conſidered either 
as ſpoken by an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or as applicable to the ordinary mini- 
ſters of the goſpel in our day. I ſhall 
not inſiſt long upon them in the former view. 
They are brought in by St. Paul the apoſtle of 


the Gentiles, as a reaſon why his preaching among 


the Corinthians was not with excellency of [peech, 


or of wiſdom, when he declared unto them the 


teſtimony of God. He did not. make a ſhew and 
oſtentation of human reaſoning and eloquence, but 


ſet it before them in its own native light and e- 


vidence; and left it to make its own way into their 


hearts and conſciences. 


He knew, as he tells us, in the 23d * of 


the 1ft chapter, that the doctrine of a crucified 


Saviour would be to the Jeus a ftumbling block, 
and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs; and that therefore 
another way of preaching, more ſuited to their 
guſt, would recommend him to their eſteem and 
applauſe. But this had little influence on him, 
becauſe he knew at the fame time that Chri/? cru- 
ci ſied was to them, who are called, and ſaved, the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of God. God was 
Pleaſed by that which the world accounts the 


He 


He would not by leaving a divine appointment, 


to gratify the fancy, and court the favour of men, 


do any thing that would hinder the ſucceſs of his 
miniſtry, and render the croſs of Chriſt of no eſect. 
He was aſſured it was God's grand deſign to 
glorify his own witdom and power in ſuch a way 
as ſhould baffle and triumph over all he wiſdom 
of this world; and he had found by happy expe- 
rience that that, which the world accounts he 
fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and the weak- 
neſs of God ſtronger than men, ver. 25. In this 
way did God at firſt evidence the divine original 
and authority of the goſpel-diſpenſation, and ſe- 
cure the glory of its ſucceſs to himſelf. This de- 
termined the apoſtle to keep cloſe to his commil- 
ſion in executing of it, both as to matter and man- 
ner. He would make ſhew of no wiſdom or power, 


but what was truly divine, what he had received 
as an inſpired apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt z and this 


was not a raſh and haſty reſolution, but the effect 
of mature deliberation. - After due weighing and 


_ conſidering one thing with another, he came to 


this determination, 2 to know any thing among 
them, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 

But my chief deſign is to handle theſe words 
as they are applicable ro goſpel miniſters in our 


day, when they are providentially called to preach 


among a people, either occaſionally, or more 
ftaredly, whether they arc faints or ſinners, ſuch as 
are ignorant of him, or acquainted with him; this 
ought to be the principal ſubject of their preach- 
ing. Theſe words in a qualified ſenſe, will fit the 
mouth of every faithful miniſter of Chriſt. We 


cannot, indeed, pretend to ſuch an immediate and 


extraordinary commiſſion to preach Chriſt as the 
apoſtles had, nor are we endowed with thoſe 
miraculous gifts and powers of the holy Ghoſt, 
which were communicated to them. They were 

2 | qualified 
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qualified by the gift of rongues to carry the 


goſpel into any part of the infidel world. They 


could infallibly interpret and apply the prophe- 
cies of the old t 

and prove the truth of all they aſſerted, by many 
great and uncontrolable miracles. Theſe are 


things we make no pretences to: we do not preach 


Chriſt altogether in the ſame way and manner 
which they did; but we have the ſame doctrines 
they preached conveyed down to us in the writ- 
ings of the new teſtament; and they were as much 
in their writing as in their preaching under the 
guidance and influence of the ſame infallible Spi- 
rit. Theſe writings are our rule and foundation, 


and we have ſufficient authority from . Chriſt ro 


explain and open them to you. Tho' we are not 
infallible interpreters of them, yet certainly they 
were given with a deſign to be underſtood; and 
are drawn up in ſuch a manner as that they are 
capable of being underſtood in all matters of 

weight and importance. And as long as we keep 
| cloſe ro our rule, and deliver nothing but what 
is virtually contained in it, we may juſtly be ſaid 
to preach Chriſt to you, and are in a qualified, 
ſubordinate ſenſe his miniſters and ambaſſadors, 
and ſtewards of the myſteries of Chriſt. 

Having premiſed theſe things to prevent miſ- 
takes, I ſhall now more particularly conſider 


I. What is included in the knowledge of 
Chriſt. 


IT. In what ſenſe muſt miniſters not know any 
thing but this. | | : 


III. Why muſt they make this the principal 
ſubject of their preaching. — 


I. What is included in the knowledge of Jeſus 


Chriſt. Some at the firſt view may think that 


this 


eſtament relating to goſpel times, 


— 

this is a very narrow ſubject, and that if they are 
confined to it, they ſhall in a little time have either 
nothing ſay, or be forced continually to repeat 
cover the ſame thing. But when this is conſidered 
in its full latitude and extent, it will be found a 
very comprehenſive one, and to contain in it the 
ſum and ſubſtance of the goſpel. They who have 
preached the moſt and the longeſt upon it will 
have diſcovered but a ſmall part of he unſearcha- 
ble riches of Chriſt a. I can but mention a few of 
the general heads which their knowledge 1s con- 
verſant about. | 

1. It includes the knowing of him as the pro- 
miſed Meſſiab, that great perſon who was to come 
into the world. None who read the writings of 
the old teſtament without prejudice, but mult be 
convinced that there is /ome one ſpoken of under 
various names and repreſentations throughout the 
prophecies of that book. God began early, im- 
mediately after the apoſtacy, to give fallen man 
intimations of this in that firſt promiſe, rhe ſeed of 
the woman ſhall break 'the ſerpent's head>. That 
which was then more darkly hinted at was more 
clearly and fully explained in ſeveral after-pre- 
ditions. We are only told at firſt that he ſhould 
be the ſeed of the woman, but we are afterwards 
aſſured, that he ſhould be Abraham's ſeed, in whom 
all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed ; that he 
ſhould be of tbe tribe of Judah, and of the family 
of David; and as the time drew nearer and nearer, 
the place, manner, and circumſtances of his birth, 
were more cicarly and particularly revealed. God 
thought fit to give the world and the church theſe 
previous notices of the coming of ſo great a per- 
ſon, that he might be the better known and re- 
ccived when he appeared. Theſe predictions and 
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promiſes were the great objects of the faith and 
hope, deſire and expectation of God's people 
under the old teſtament, and their great ſupport 
under all the intermediate calamities they met 
with. | 

Now our bleſſed Saviour, when he came into 
the world, declared himſelf ro be the perfon ſpoken 


of in thole prophecies. Its certain they all had 


their accompliſhment in him, and in him alone. 
There never was any other to whom they could 
be all applied withour the greateſt force and vio- 
lence. Since he aſſumed the character of the 
Meffiah, if it could be proved that he did not 
anſwer the repreſentation there given, it would 
greatly weaken the other proots of his divine 
miſſion. When St. Paul preached ro thoſe who 
believed the prophecies of the old teſtament, he 


| fer himſelf to prove out of them, that Jeſus of 


Nazareth was the Chriſt; and he did it ina moſt 
convincing manner, by ſhewing that the hiſtory 
of his birth and life, ſufferings and death, were 
exactly correſpondent tothe foregoing deſcriptions 
given of the Meſſiah. | 

| Whenever then your miniſters attempt any thing 
of this nature; when they explain and open any of 
the prophecies of the old teſtament concerning 
the perſon and offices of the Meſſiah, what he was 
to be, and do, and ſuffer, and ſhew you how they 


were accompliſhed in the perſon of Jeſus of Na- | 


Zareth; then they preach Chriſt ro you, and lead 
you into an acquaintance with him. This know- 
ledge is fundamental to all the reſt ; for if the Me/- 
ſiab be not already come, and if our Jeſus be not 


the perſon, we muſt with the Fews be looking 


out for another, we are ſtill in our fins, and have 


no ſolid foundation for our faith and hope to build 
upon. 5 


4. It 


2 


( 
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2. It includes the knowledge of his perſon in 
the dignity and wonderful conſtitution of it. It's 
not enough to know that he is the Meſſah, un- 
leſs we allo know what he is. The ſame pro- 
phecies which foretold his coming, declared what 
a wonderful perſon he ſhould be. He was not 
only one born of a pure virgin, but Emmanuel, God 


with us, God in our nature. Upon this account 


he is juſtly ſtiled wonderful. Tho' he be da child 
born, a ſon given, yet he is the mighty God, the e- 
verlaſting Father, the Prince of peace. David's ſon 
and David's lord, both his root and offspring in 
different reſpects. © 4 man that was to be ſmitten, 
and yet Jehovabh's fellow. One born in Bethlebem, 
5 yet f his goings forth were of old, from ever- 
lafting. | 3 | 

| N = if our Saviour did not anſwer theſe, and 

the like deſcriptions of the Meſſiab's perſon, chow 

is he the Me/jiab ? But if we conſult the account 
which the apoſtles and evangeliſts give of him, we 
ſhall find an exact correſpondence. There we 
read he was conceived by the power of the holy 
Ghoſt, and born of the virgin Mary, and that holy 
thing which was born of ber was the Son of God. 
He was the Logos that in the beginuing was 
with God, and was God. All things were made by 
Eim and for him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made; and yet this Mord was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory as the glory of ihe anly begotten of the Father. 
He was God manifefled iu the fleſh 3 the brightueſs 
f his father's glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
an. * Ju ibe form of God, and thought it no robbery 
20 be equal with him; and yet 1qok un him the farm 
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of a ſervant of the ſeed of David according to the 
fleſh, and yet, God over all bleſſed for evermore l. 
Theſe and ſuch like things fully anſwer the pro- 
pherical deſcriptions. | 
It's plain from hence that there is ſomething 


very amazing in the conſtitution of the perſon or 
Chriſt: two very different natures, the diyine 


and human belong to him, and are ftrictly united 
in him. Tho' the manner of this union be incom- 


prehenſible to us, yet without ſuppoſing ſuch a 


twofold nature, and ſuch an union between them, 
as we call a perſonal one, I don't ſee how we can 
fairly account for the different deſcriptions which 
are given of his majeſty and greatneſs at one time, 
and of his frailty and weakneſs at another. 
When your miniſters then inſiſt upon any of 
thoſe ſcriptures, which aſſert and prove either the 


: proper manhood, or Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


the union of both natures in his perſon, and en- 
deavour to convince you that the Meſſiah mult be 
God- man in one perſon, then they preach Jeſus 
Chriſt to you. This is no unneceſſary, or un- 
profitable part of the knowledge of Chriſt. It is 
a ſubject of holy wonder and adoration. There 
is no one like him in the whole compaſs of being, 


in whom the perfections both of created and un- 


created nature meet as in their proper center. 
This alſo has a great influence on practical holi- 


nels; for ſuch as our apprehenſions of Chriſt's per- 


ſon are, ſuch will be our faith, and truſt, eſteem, 
and love. Without knowing what he is, how 
can we be fatisfied of his ability to accompliſh 


the Me/iah's work, or of his fitneſs to wear the 


Meſſiab's crown? This then is an important part 


of that knowledge, the favour of which we 


7 Rom. ix. 5. 
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\ ſhould be careful to propagate and diffuſe every 


where. | ; 
3. The knowledge of Chriſt includes in it an 
acquaintance with the end and deſign for which 


he was ſent into the world. We are ſure in ge- 


neral this was not mean and trivial, but grand and 
important, ſuitable ro the dignity and excellency 
of the perſon ſent, and of the perſon by whom 
he was ſent. m In the fulneſs of time God ſent 
forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law, 
If we had been left to our own conjectures, our 


guilty fears would have ſuggeſted that the Son of 


God was come to call the world to an account 
{or their rebellion againſt him, and to condemn 
them for it. But inſtead of this we are told, that 
nod ſent not his Son into the world to condemn 


he world, but that the world through him might 


be ſaved. The general deſign was kind and gra- 
cious, for he came to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was loſt, to give his life a ranſom for ſinners. No 
doubt but part of his deſign was to reveal the will 
of God to us, to preach a moſt excellent doctrine, 
and ſet us an holy example, and give forth ſuch 
laws and injunctions as are ſuited to our lapſed 
ſtate: But tho' theſe things have in their place an 
admirable influence on our ſalvation, yet I can- 
not but think that our redemption by his ſuffer- 
ings and death, was the principal deſign of his 
coming. If this had not been neceſſary, a meaner 
perſon than the incarnate Son of God might have 
been ſufficiently qualified ro anſwer thoſe other 
deſigns. We ought then to look upon our re- 
demption from fin. and hell by his ſatisfactory and 


meritorious ſufferings, to be the chief buſineſs he 
came about. | . 
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When your miniſters endeavour to explain the 
ſeveral parts of redemption to you, and to ſhew 
you how the various perfections of God do admi- 
rably ſhine forth therein, then they lead you into 


the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. The knowledge 


of his perſon and miſſion will be chiefly ſpecula- 
tive and notional; and can have little influence 
either on our holineſs or comfort, without taking 
in that of the kind deſign of his coming. This 
makes it matter of great joy to fallen man. If is 
a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners. 

4. This further contains in it the knowledge of 
thoſe offices, which he executed for the accom- 


pliſhment of this deſign. To know him as Jeſus | 


Chriſt, is to know him as the anointed Saviour; 
one authoriſed and qualified for the great work he 


came about. The general office he executes, is 


that of a mediator between God and man. He 
is the way, the truth, and the life. There is no 
coming to the Father, for apoſtate creatures, but by 


Him, and he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come. This general office is uſually ſpoken of by 


divines under the three-fold office of a Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King. Some men have been anointed 
to one of theſe, and others to another. Some 
have been inveſted with two of them at the fame 


time; but our bleſſed Saviour did ſuſtain and ex- 
ecute all three, and that in a more excellent man- 


ner than any one of them ever was executed by 
a mere creature. His unction was not material, 
but ſpiritual, that of the holy Ghoſt, which was 
given not by meaſure unto him. He was anointed 
with the oil of gladneſs above his fellows. In the 
diſcharge of his prophetical and kingly office he 
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_ mediates for God with us, and in that of his prieſtly 


office he mediates with God for us. As the great 


-. Prophet of the church, he has made a full revela- 
tion of the will of God concerning our duty and 


happineſs. As the great high prieſt, he has ſatis- 
fied divine juftice for ſin, and makes continual 
interceſhon for finners. - As king of the church, 
he gives forth laws which bind the conſciences of 
men, and extend to the government of their mind 
and heart, as well as of their external actions. 

When your miniſters inſiſt upon any of theſe 
offices of Chriſt, explain the nature of them, and 
the ſeveral parts of which they conſiſt, and ſhew 
you in what manner they were and are diſcharged 
by him; then they lead you into an acquaintance 
with him. The more particular and diſtinct this 
knowledge is, the more clearly will you diſcern 
his ſuitableneſs to the wants and neceſſities of 
your ſouls, his all- ſufficiency to be your Saviour; 
and the greater encouragement will you have to 
apply to him, and truſt in him for ſalvation. 

He muſt be known as Lord, as well as Jeſus; 
his kingly office muſt be inſiſted on, as well as 
bis prieftly. To know his laws and inſtitutions, 
ſo as to make them the rule of our duty, is a ne- 
ceſſary part of this knowledge: how is he lord and 
king of his church if he have no laws? If he rule 
it as redeemer, his government muſt be ſuited to 
our lapſed ſtate. But if the rule of our duty, and 


the terms of our happineſs were of equal extent, 


and in every reſpect the ſame, no fleſh could be 
faved; for in many things we all offend. Such is 
the gracious nature of his government, that tho? 
perfect obedience be ftill our duty, yet he accepts 
of ſincerity as the term of life, and has made pro- 
viſton for the pardon of fin, upon our repentance 
and believing application to him. It's then a great 
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weakneſs in any to think Chriſt is not preached, 


when his laws are preached, provided this be done 


in an evangelical manner; for moral duties muſt 


be inforced by conſiderations drawn from Chriſt's 


authority, love, and grace. Sinners muſt be put 
upon acting in them from a principle of faith in 


him, and love to him, and with an eye to his ho- 
nour and glory; and they muſt be ſhewn to whom 


they muſt look for ſtrengrh and aſſiſtance, pardon 
and acceptance. Where no regard is had ro ſuch 


things as theſe, perſons rather ſpeak as moral phi- 


loſophers than chriſtian divines, and cannot be truly 
ſaid to propagate the knowledge of Chrift in his 


kingly office. In one word, as we need Jeſus 


Chriſt in all his offices, in one as well as another, 


ſo we muſt acquaint our ſelves with him in all. 


F. The knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt includes in 
it the knowledge of his acceptance and ſucceſs in 


his work, together with the happy fruits and ef- 


fects of it. He undertook no more than he was 
{ucceſsfully carried through. P As be was deliver- 
ed for our offences, fo he roſe again for our juſtifica- 
tion. 4God having looſed the pains of death, it not 
being poſſible he ſhould be holden of them. Having 
made full ſatisfaction to divine juftice, he had an 
open diſcharge, and was * declared the Son of God 


with power by his reſurrefiion from the dead, being 


raifed, he aſcended and is ſat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God, and has all power in 


heaven and earth given unto him. From hence alſo | 


flow many bleflings to us. God having ſet forth 


his Son a propitiation for fin, he can be juſt, and yet 


the juſtifier of them that believe in Feſus. Being juj- 
tified by faith we- have peace with God, and may 
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Joy in him, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God. This knowledge then includes the know- 
ledge of his reſurrection from the dead, aſcenſion 
into heaven, and exaltation there; together with 


the bleſſings he diſpenſes from thence as the fruits 


of his ſufferings and death. When the miniſters 
of Chriſt explain any of theſe evangelical doctrines 
and privileges, ſuch as juſtification by the blood 


of Chriſt, ſanctification by the ſpirit of Chriſt, 


liberty of acceſs to God in prayer, in the name 
of Chriſt, ſpiritual peace and joy in, believing, 
with the reſt that flow from our union to him, 


then they propagate the knowledge of him. Theſe 


things have a tendency to raiſe our eſteem, and 


value for him, to ſtrengthen our faith in him, and 


to inflame our love to him. ” | 
6. This alſo takes in the knowledge of his /e 
cond coming to judge the world, with the glorious 


ſolemnities of it. We have the fulleſt aſſurance 


in ſcripture that he is conſtituted the judge of quick 
and dead. u God has appointed a day in which he 


will judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 


whom he bath ordained, whereof he hath given aſ- 
ſurance unto all men in that he hath raiſed him from 


the dead. * God will judge the ſecrets of men by 
Feſus Chriſt. Till this day come, he will not be 


every way a compleat Saviour. Then he emi- 
nently appears as *zhe Saviour from heaven, and 


will look like himſelf. All his enemies will be 
| ſubdued under his feet, and his redeemed ones will 


be put into the poſſeſſion of a compleat and eter- 
nal falvation. His mediatorial kingdom will then 
be finiſhed, and he will deliver it up to the Father, 
and ſo God ſhall be all in all. The knowledge of 
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God is to be known by the ſtudy of his works 
" by the 


„ 
this is neceſſary to 3 our thoughts of him; 
to give force and efficacy to his laws, to reſtrain 
us from ſin, to animate us in duty, and to make 
us patient under preſent ſufferings. It's as neceſ- 


ſary he ſhould ſometimes be repreſented to us in 


the awful ſolemnities of a judge, as at other times 
in the attractive views of a Saviour. 

I might have added, that it is not enough tor 
miniſters to acquaint their hearers with the ſub- 
ject matter of theſe doctrines, but they ſhould open 


to their view the divine light and evidence which 


attends them; ſhew them the connection there is 


between one truth and another; the dependance 


one has upon another, and their different degrees 
of importance in the chriſtian life: and yet how 
they all concur to make up one beautiful and har- 
monious body of divine truth. Since theſe and 
many more things are included in the full know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, there is no danger that mi- 


niſters ſnould want ſubjects to preach upon, when 


they determine to know nothing elſe. 


II. Which leads me to ſhew in what ſenſe do 
miniſters determine not to know any thing ſave Jeſus 


Chriſt. I ſhall diſmiſs this in a few words. The 
meaning can't be that St. Paul was really deſtitute 


of all other knowledge, for he was bred up at the 
feet of Gamaliel, and was throughly ſkilled in the 
Fewiſh learning; and knew how upon proper oc- 
caſions to make uſe of it for the advantage of o- 
thers, Neither was it his deſign to undervalue, 
or caſt a ſlur, or contempt, upon real knowledge 
of any kind, as long as it is kept within its due 
place and ſphere. For all true knowledge is a ray 
from the Father of lights, is agreeable and pleaſant 
ro, and perfective of the human mind. Much of 
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of creation and providence; and there is ſcarce 
any part of human learning, but may be made 
ſubſervient to the holy ſcriptures, and may facili- 
tate our underſtanding of them. If ſuch know- 


ledge was not uſeleſs in the apoſtles, notwithſtand- 
ing their miraculous gifts and power, much leſs is 
it in the ordinary miniſters of the goſpel, who can 


only expect the divine aſſiſtance and bleſſing in the 


diligent uſe of proper means. | 

The proper ſenſe of the expreſſion is, that we 
ſhould make this knowledge the principal ſubject 
of our ſtudy and preaching, and not make a vain 


oſtentation of other knowledge, or purſue that to 


the neglect of this: every thing of another kind 
muſt be ſabſervient to this; muſt be ſlighted and 
deſpiſed in compariſon of it, or when ſet up in 
competition with it. Whenever we are tempted 
to reject this knowledge of Chriſt, as inconſiſtent 
with what the world eſteems wiſdom and know- 
ledge, we ſhould look upon this as vain philoſophy, 


as /cience falſely ſo called, and readily give it up for 


the excellency of the knowledge of Feſus Chriſt. We 
ſhould give the preference to this for our ſelves, 
and thoſe we have to do with; and rather be ig- 


norant of every thing elſe than of this. We muſt 


not ſuffer the purſuit of other wang, to take us 
off from the-purſuit of this; but ſhould pay a 


greater, or leſs regard to every thing, as it tends 
to facilitate our acquiſition of, or progreſs in this 


knowledge. 


III. But I paſs on to give the reaſons why mi- 


niſters ſhould make this the principal ſubject of 
their preaching. They are ſuch as thele. 
1. Hereby they act agreeably to the commiſſion 


they have received from Chriſt. They are relarcd 


to him as his miniſters, and are inſtructed by him 
| | | 1 
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to communicate and diffuſe this knowledge every 
where. Their office was appointed and is ſtill 


kept up in the church for this end, that ſinners 


may be brought to the knowledge of him, and 


ſaints y edified and built up in their moſt holy faith, 


till they all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God to a perfect man. 


We are ſewards of the myſteries of God, and are 


to preach not our ſelves but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, 
to open the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and lead 
them to his infinite fulneſs, that from thence 
they may receive grace for grace. If we neglect 
this, and ſeem more ſollicitous to inſtruct them in 
any other kind of knowledge than 1n this, how 
do we act agreeable to our character, and anſwer 
the truſt committed to us. Our fidelity to, and 
affection for our Lord and Maſter, and the fouls of 


men; our concern to promote his honour and 
glory in their ſalvation, will make us ſeriouſly con- 


cerned to ſpread this knowledge, leſt ſinners, 
through neglect, ſhould periſh for the want of 


it. He watch for ſouls as thoſe that muſt give an 


account, and dread the thoughts of being found 
unfaithful to our truſt. It's better never to take 
one of ſo high a nature and great importance 
upon us, than be treacherous in the diſcharge 
of it. EF | 7 

The knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus is a knowledge 


of the moſt ſablime and excellent nature. The 


objects about which it is converſant are fo in 


themſelves, and with reference to us. Is not 


Chriſt a moſt excellent being, whether we con- 


ſider the dignity of his per/on, the wonders of 


his love, and grace, the depth of his abaſement and 
Y Eph. iv. 11, 12. 
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humiliation, how much he has done, ſuffered, and 


purchaſed for us? Is not he the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
ſand, and altogether lovely, and ſhould not we ac- 
count all things but loſs and droſs, in compariſon of 
bim? Does not this knowledge of Chriſt lead us 
to that of the glorious God in his perſonal pro- 
perties, and eſſential perfections? Has not he made 
a more clear and full revelation of the divine na- 
ture, and its kind propenſions towards fallen man, 
than the world was ever acquainted with before? 
Has not he given us a ſyſtem of the moſt excel- 
lent laws, and a rich variety of precious promiſes, 
and ſet the glory and bleſſedneſs of the other world 
in the cleareſt light before our eyes? Is there not 
a myſterious and unfathomable depth of wiſdom 


and grace in the contrivance and ——— | 
of our redemption by him? Are not we ſometimes 


in the view and contemplation of theſe things, 
loft in holy wonder and admiration; and do we 


not ſee cauſe to cry out, O the Bathos both of 


the wiſdom and knowledge of God, how unſearch<- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt find- 


ing out? What things can poſlibly imploy 


and entertain the mind of man that are ſo ſub- 
lime, noble and excellent as theſe things are ? 
Thoſe which the generality are fo eager in the 


purſuit of, are mean, and low, and trivial in com- 


pariſon of thele. Now in proportion to the ex- 


_ cellency of the objects known will be their per- 
fective influence upon our intellectual powers, if 
there be a right improvement of them, and in pro- 


portion to his influence ſhould be our care and 
diligence to make conſiderable advances in this 


knowledge. 


3. This knowledge may with the moſt eaſe and 
greateſt certainiy be attained to. It's built upon 
the ſureſt foundation, the infallible teſtimony + 
| ns: > 
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God in his word, and not upon the uncertain con- 
jectures and reaſonings of men. The way of com- 


ing at other kind ot knowledge is often difficult 


and laborious. Some men are of ſuch weak na- 
tural capacities, that they are not capable of tak- 
ing it in. After a great deal of time ſpent, and 
pains taken in ſearching into the works of nature, 
they can ſee but a little way into them. They 
take up with a learned kind of ignorance; moſt 
of that which is called knowledge deſerves nor the 
name, it has ſo little of certainty and ſatisfaction 
In it. 

But now if we come with humble and teach- 
able minds to the holy ſcriptures, the fountains 


of light and knowledge, we ſhall not miſs of 
it in things of neceſſity and importance. Hav- 


ing a divine revelation for our rule and guide, 
we ſhall not be liable to ſo many errors and 


miſtakes as when left to the mere dictates of 


unaſſiſted reaſon. Chriſt has acquainted us with 
many things concerning himſelf, and the other 
world, that eye has not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 


would have entered into the heart of man to con- 


ceive, if he had not revealed them to us by his 
ſpirit. They are doctrines of pure revelation. 
As for truths which were partly knowable by the 
light of nature, he has given us a more clear and 


certain account of them. A few leaves of his 


goſpel contains more excellent and certain know- 
ledge than many volumes of human writings. 


This is a great inducement and encouragement 


to us to propagate this knowledge. In this way 
he has greatly conſulted the eaſe and capacity of 


the weak and poor, who either have not time 
or ability for long and tedious ſearches after 


truth. 
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4. The knowledge of Chriſt is moſt ſuitable 
and neceſſary for man in his fallen ſtate, and what 
he is moſt concerned to get. Chriſt is juſt ſuch 
a Saviour as he ſtands in need of: he needs one 
to be made wiſdom to him, to cure his ignorance 
and folly; and righteouſneſs, to juſtify his perſon 
and abſolve him from the guilt of ſin; and ſanc- 
tification, to cleanſe him from the filth of it; and 
redemption, to deliver him from the ſlavery of Sa- 
tan, and from the power of death, and the grave. 


If the conſciences of ſinners were but throughly 


awakened and enlightened, they would be reſtleſs 


in their inquiries, whether ſuch a perſon as this 


were not to be found, and in their endeavours 
to get acquainted with) him; they would de- 


ſpiſe all other knowledge in compariſon of this, 


and not ſuffer themſelves to be amuſed with no- 
tions and ſpeculations in nature and art, whilſt 


they are dying and periſhing under the guilt and 


power of ſin, for want of the knowledge of the 
only phyſician of ſouls. And it would be cruel 
and barbarous in others to put them off with any 
other kind of knowledge inſtcad of this. This 
would be as bad or worſe than if when à child 
asks bread we ſhould give him a ſtone, or asks a fiſh 
and we give him a ſerpent. | | 
Jeſus is the only redeemer of ſinners, but in 


order to our reaping ſaving advantage by him, 


faith in him, and love to him, are abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary. But without knowledge there can be 


neither faith nor love: How ſhall they believe in 


him of whom they have not beard, or how can the 
affections of a ſoul be carried out after an un- 


known object? Tho' there may be a notional 


knowledge where there is not a ſound faith, and 


cordial love, yet without ſome knowledge the 
heart can never be good. | 
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5. This is that knowledge which God makes 
Principal uſe of in the reclaiming and bringing 
back of ſinners to himſelf. The goſpel, which 
is eminently a revelation of Jeſus Chri le and of 
the way and method of our redemption by him, 
is the power of God to falvation to every one that 
believes. Thoſe miniſters who are moſt ſerious and 
conſtant in propagating this knowledge in a plain 
and practical way, are uſually the moſt ſucceſsful 
in their work. God accompanies their endea- 


vours with his effectual bleſſing, and we are ſure 
he that wineth ſouls is wiſe, whatever the thoughts 


of men concerning him may be. | 

I am ſenſible the [aw mult be preached as well 
as the goſpel. This is uſeful and neceſſary in its 
place. We muſt break up the fallow ground of 


mens hearts, and prepare them by conviction, 
contrition, and humil:ation to receive the ſeed of 


God's word. Thoſe who are whole in their own 


conceit will never apply to the phyſician. A 


ſenſe of ſin, and of the wrath and curſe of God 
due for fin, muſt firſt abound, before the ſuper- 


abounding grace of the goſpel will be welcome. 


Sin mult be firſt imbittered before Chriſt will be 
precious. But then the law muſt only be made 


auỹſe of as a ſchool maſter to bring us to Chriſt : at 


the ſame time we ſhew men their miſery in them- 
ſelves, we muſt ſnew them their help in Chriſt; 
without this we ſhall drive them to deſpair, and 
torment them before the time. Tho' the law 


may affright and terrify, and fill the ſoul with 


great anguiſh and diftreſs, yet we ſhall never be 
kindly humbled and broken for ſin, till we have 
ſome apprehenſion of the mercy of God in Chriſt, 
and ſome hope of pardon through him. This is 
that which ſlays our enmity, and conquers our 
hearts and affections. Tho' men ſhould expariate 


never 
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never ſo much on the evil and deformity of ſin, 
and on the beauty and neceſſity of virtu2 and ho- 
lineſs, this will have but little effect on enſlaved 
creatures who are in love with their luſts, unleſs 


you can lead them to one who can knock off their 


fetters, and /et them free from the law of ſin and 
death, by giving them à new heart and a new 
4 No arguments are like thoſe which are 

tched from the knowledge of Chriſt, from the 


conſideration of what he has done and ſuffered. 


Tt's by beholding the glory of this Lord that finners 


are changed into the ſame image from glory to glory, 


as by the ſpirit of the Lord. | 

6. This knowledge is as neceſſary for the car- 
rying on the work of grace as for the beginning of 
it. They who have had any taſte that the Lord 
is gracious, muſt defire the fincere milk of the word 
tbat they may grow thereby. Uſually the Chriſtian's 
improvement in all other graces, bears fome pro- 
portion to his improvement in this of knowledge. 
* Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Saints as well as fin- 


ners ſhould be led into a further acquaintance 


with him. They that know the moſt may till 
know more of him, of the power of his reſurrec- 
tion, and the fellowſhip of. bis ſufferings. . 
According to the degree of our acquaintance 
will our conformity to him be. By knowing 
him, we know where our righteouſneſs and ſtrength 
lies, to whom we muſt look for daily pardon and 
ſupplies of grace, on whom we muſt live and de- 
pend as our head of influence, as well as of go- 
vernment. Ina word, the more we know of him, 
the more we ſhall efteem and love him, the more 


we ſhall diſcern the equity and reaſonableneſs of 
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adhering to him; and the more we ſnall be armed 
and fortified againſt all temptations to apoſtatiſe 
from him. 

7. Laſtly. The effects of this knowledge will 
abide for ever, and in due time it will be perfected 
in glory. All other knowledge is at beſt only 
uſeful in our paſſage through this vain world. Ir 
ſerves only the purpoſes of a temporary animal 
life. It will ceaſe at death, and be of no uſe in 
the other world. Bur if we have a practical ex- 
perimental knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, this will 
remain, and we ſhall enjoy the happy fruits of it 
to all eternity. Inſtead of its being loſt at death, 

it will be perfected in viſion and fruition. Death 

will introduce us into the immediate preſence of 

the glorious object, we ſhall then /ze him as he is. 
All our errors and miſtakes ſhall then be healed 
and cured, when that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is imperfect ſhall be done away. The 
more dark and diſtant way of ſeeing thro' a glaſs 
ſhall be exchanged for the more immediate and 
excellent one of ſeeing face to face. How deſi- 
rable is that knowledge which will be of ſuch a 
duration and have ſuch a conſummation as this? 

To conclude this diſcourſe. You all ſee what 
great reaſon you have to be very thankful that 
God has caſt your lot in a land where Chriſt is 
made known to you. This is a privilege you 
have long enjoyed in this great city, and at this 
lecture. Our fathers who have gone before us have 
preached Chriſt with great clearneſs and ſtrength, 
wiſdom and faithfulnels. Tho' we who ſucceed, 
can't pretend to equal them, yet we deſire to be 
imitators of them according to the light and abi- 
lity which God affords us. You have not at all 
times the ſame miniſters. They continue not by rea- 
ſon of death, but you have the fame 8 the 
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fame head of the church: Chriſt continues ever, 
and has an unchangeable prieſthood. He does and 


will take care that you ſhall not want ſuitable 


proviſion for your ſouls. If you are faithful in 
improving the helps you have, you ſhall be made 
wiſe unto ſalvation, and ſhall not miſs of thar 
knowledge of the only true God and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he has ſent, whom to know is life eternal. 
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For I determined not to know any thing 


him crucified. 


among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 


N the foregoing diſcourſe I have ſhewn what 
is included in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; 


what in a miniſter's determining not to know 
any thing ſave this; and why this ſhould be the 


principal ſubject of his ſtudy and preaching. _ 
I now proceed to the conſideration of the laft 
clauſe of the verſe, and him crucified. This is a 


ſpecial part of the knowledge of Chriſt which 


we ſhould communicate, and you ſhould acquaint 
your ſelves with. As it belongs to his prieſtly 
office, it has already been hinted at in ſpeaking 
of the offices he executed in the accompliſnment 
of his ſaving deſign: But as the apoſtle lays a pe- 

culiar emphaſis upon it, ſo it deſerves a more par- 
. D e ticular 
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ticular and diſtin&t conſideration. This is that 
part of the doctrine of Chriſt, which the world 


took the greateſt offence at. Chriſt crucified was 


to the Jews a ſtumbling block. They being of a 


carnal degenerate temper, and miſunderſtanding the 
prophecies of the old teſtament, expected a Mefjiah 


that ſhould be a temporal prince to deliver them 
from the Roman yoke, and to ſer them at the 


head of the nations round about. When there- 


fore he appeared aas a root out of a dry ground, 
they ſaw no form or comelineſs wherefore they ſhould 
defire him. b Fe came to his own and his own re- 


ceived him not. This doctrine was fooliſhneſs to 


the Greeks, they thought it a vain thing ro expect 


life from a dead perſon, from one that was con- 
demned as a malefactor, that he ſhould be able to 
ſave others who in their apprehenſions could not 


ſave himſelf. But notwithitanding the thoughts 
of others concerning him, the bleſſed apoſtle was 


ſo far from denying, concealing, or being a- 


ſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt, that he glories in 
it; and here in the text determines above all 
other parts of the knowledge of Chriſt to pro- 
pate this. | 
In treating of this ſubject, I ſhall enquire, 


I. What is included in the knowledge of Chrift 


as craciked. -:: | | 
II. Why minifters ſhould in a ſpecial manner 


propagate the knowledge of him under this cha- 
racter, and then apply it. . 


I. What is included in the know ledge of Chriſt 
crucified. | | 


» Tiah lili. 2, 3. John. l. 11% # Galat. vi. 14. 
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t. It implies an acquaintance with the hiftory of 
his ſufferings and death. The apoſtle mentions 
his crucifixion, becauſe that was the principal and 
loweſt part of his humiliation and ſuffering, and 
the conſummation of all the reſt. This was that 
which they did lead to, and at laſt iſſue in, and 
without it the reſt had not been ſufficient for our 
redemption and ſalvation. It was not enough that 
the Son of God ſhould aſſume our nature, and in 
that nature appear in the form of a ſervant, lead 
an exemplary life, preach 'a pure and excellent 


- doftrine, and in ſome leſſer inflances ſubmit to 


indignities and ſufferings, but he muſt Humble him- 
ſelf, and become obedient to death, the death of the 
croſs. Death was the puniſhment threatened, 
death therefore muſt be endured. Ir was by means 
of death that be deſiroyed bim that had the power of 
death ©, and delivered thoſe who through fear of death, 
were all their life time ſubject to bondage. We were 


fallen under the curſe of the law, and if we are re- 
deemed from it, Chriſt muſt be * made a curſe 


for us. | | Eb 
Bur tho” the apoſtle mentions only the act of 
his crucifixion, we need not confine our ſelves to 


this. We ſhould take in the whole of his ſuffer- 
ings, eſpecially thoſe which did immediately pre- 


cede, or were the concomitants of his death; 


| ſuch as his being baſely betrayed by one diſciple, 


deny'd by another, and forſaken by all; his agony 
in the garden, when, in a cold night, he {wear 
great drops of blood; his apprehenſion, arraign- 


ment, and condemnation ;z the rude and barbarous 


treatment he met with from the chief prieſts, ſol - 
diers, and common people; the pains he endured 


© Heb. ii. 14, 15. . Gal. iii. 13. 
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in his body, and the contumely and reproach which 
was caſt on his name and reputation. Tho' theſe 
and ſuch like things, as far as his enemies had an 
hand in them, were black and heinous crimes in 
them, yet as ſubmitted to by him, they were of 
a meritorious nature, and had, no doubt an influ- 
ence on our ſalvation. The more diſtinct and 


particular our view of Chrilt's ſufferings is, the 


more likely we are to be affected with them. 


When your miniſters inſiſt on any of theſe things, 


* 


they are leading you into the knowledge of a ſut- 


tering dying Saviour. 
- Bur if you would rake the fulleſt view of the 


greatneſs of his ſuffering, and the depth of his hu- 


miliation and abaſement, you mutt fix your thoughts 
on his crucifixion. It was an amazing ſtoop in 


the Son of God, that he ſhould ſubmit to ſuch a 


kind of death, by which he was cut off by the 
hand of violence, under form and colour of hu- 
man law and juttice. He died the death of a ma- 
lefactor, and chat one of the meaneſt and vileſt, 
the death of a condemned ſlave. The death of the 


croſs was a very lingring, and painful, ſhameful. 


and accurſed one. And yet e he endured the croſs 
and deſpiſed the ſhame. What he felt in his body 
from men was inconſiderable, in compariſon of 
what he felt in his ſoul, when it f pleaſed the Lord 
to bruiſe bim, and to put bim to grief. This alſo 
was the hour of the powers of darkneſs, when 


they were let looſe upon him, and permitted to 


aſſault him with their fiery and inviſible darts. 
Theſe may well be ſtyled his unknown ſufferings, 
as in great meaſure they are to us. Who can con- 


ceive or expreſs what he endured, when his ſoul 


© Heb. xii. 3. T [faiah lili. 10, 
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was exceeding ſorrowful even unto death ? When 
he prayed, Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs 
from me, and cried oul, My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? The more "comprehenſive 
and affecting our view is of the matter of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, the better we. ſhall be able to judge of 
the greatneſs of them. 

2. This knowledge takes in the knowledge of 
the peculiar nature and quality of his ſufferings. 
His death was an expiation and atonement for ſin, 
he died a ſacrifice on the croſs. But tho' his 
ſufferings had a relation to fin, yet not to his own 
ſin, as the procuring meritorious cauſe, for he was 
made fin (or a ſin offering) 8 for us, who knew no 
fin, that ws might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him. He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and 
bruiſed for our iniguities. As for himſelf, he was 
perfectly innocent of the crimes which his enemies 
laid ro his charge. They were guilty of ſuborna- 
tion and perjury, as well as of murder and cruelty 
in his death. None of them could convince him of 
ſin, for he never did any evil, neither was guile 
found in his mouth. And indeed, if he had any ſin 
of his own to ſuffer for, he could never have been 
the redeemer and ſaviour of ſinners. Such an high 
prieſt became us, who is holy, nn, unde filed, 
and ſeparate from ſinners h. 

But the bare knowledge of the ſufferings of ſo 
great, excellent, and uſeful a perſon, would be 
apt to ſhake our faith in the perfections and pro- 
vidence of God, did not we know the ground and 
reaſon of them; that tho' he was cut off, it was 
not for himſelf, but for others. He had ſubſtitu- 
ted himſelf in their room and ſtead, and therefore 


2 Cor. v. 21. > Heb. vii. 26. 


muſt 


1 
mult bear the puniſhment of their ſins, and give 
his life a ranſom for them. Their ſins were the 
meritorious, and their redemption the final cauſe 
of his ſufferings and death. If he had died only 
as the apoſtles, and the reſt of the martyrs aid, 
by the hands of violence, for the confirmation of 
the truth, and as an example of patience and fide- 
lity : If his ſufferings had had no relation to the 
juſtice of God, as a ſatisfaction for fin; it's ſtrange 
to me he ſhould not ſuffer with as much joy and 
triumph as they did. The fear, and trouble, 
amazement, and agony he was in, at the approach 
of his death, was a plain evidence it was of a pro- 
pitiatory nature. St. Paul renounces the thought 
of being crucified for others as i Chriſt was. If 
his ſufferings had been only acts of ſovereignty and 
dominion in God, and not acts of wiſdom and ju. 
tice, they would give us an unbecoming repreſen- 
tation of God's providence z and the knowledge 


of them would be of no great advantage to us. 


3. This includes in it the knowledge of his 
willingneſs to ſuffer, and of the patient manner in 
which he ſuffered. His crueifixion was not mere- 
ly an act of violence and injuſtice in his enemies, 


but of obedience in himſelf; - e was obedient to 


death, even the death of the croſs, and we are much 
more concerned to know how he behaved under 
ſuffering, than what his enemies did againſt him. 
They had no authority for what they did, and 
therefore it is ſaid, that with wicked hands they 
rook bim and crucified him, but not without his 
own conſent. No man had power to take his life 
from him, whether he would or no. He bad 
power 10 lay it down, and be had power to take it up, 
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and therefore did his Father love him, becauſe he 


laid down his life k. When God took no longer 


pleaſure in ſacrifices and burnt-offerings for jin', 


then ſaid Chriſt, Lo I come, as it is written of me. 
I delight to do thy will, O God, He came in obe- 


dience to his Farher's command, and in purſuit of 
his own undertaking and promiſe in the covenant 
of redemption. He told his diſciples, a little be- 
fore his ſufferings, that with deſire he had deſired 
to eat the paſſover; and, ſays he, I have a bap- 
tiſin to be baptiſed with, and how am I ſtraitened 
till it be accompliſhed u? When his enemies came to 
apprehend him, his ſtriking them with a word to 

the ground ", was an indication that he could 
have ſtruck them dead, or into hell, if he had fo 
pleaſed; or he could have prayed to his Father, 
and he would have ſent him more than twelve legions 
of angels for his reſcue. But P how then ſhould the 
ſcriptures be fulfilled that thus it muſs be? The 
expreſſions of his coming to ſeek and ſave thoſe which 
were loft, to give his life à ranſom for ſinners, are 


an evidence of his freedom and willingneſs in 


ſuffering. And conſidering the dignity of his per- 


ſon, and his perfect innocence, where would have 


been the goodneſs or juſtice of God in — 
ſuch great ſufferings without his own conſent * 
This was neceſſary to render them juſt in them- 


| ſelves, pleaſing to his Father, and of ſaving ad- : 


vantage to us. | 
As he ſuffered freely, ſo alſo patiently. The 


_ greatneſs of them was not an overmatch for his 


faith and patience. He ſuffered with a perfect 


ſubmiſſion and reſignation to the will of his hea- 


* John x. 17, 18. 1 Heb. x. 5, 6. m Luke xii. 50. 
John xviii. 6. | P Mat. xxvi. 53, 54- 
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2 
venly Father. The rude behaviour, and treatment 


of his enemies, did not excite the leaſt unbe- 
coming paſſion or emotion in him, or draw forth 


the leaſt impatient word from him. He was led 


as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her 
ſhearers, is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth d. 
FH hen he was reviled, be reviled not again; when 
be ſuffered, he threatned not, but committed himſelf 
to him that judgeth righteouſly *, On the croſs he 
prayed for his enemies, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do; and when forſaken of 
his Father, maintained a fiducial truſt in him, as 
his God, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſa- 
ken me? It concerns us to know in what a man- 
ner he ſuffered ; for if his enemies could have drawn 


him into the leaſt fin of impatience or diſtruſt, 


this would have ſpoiled the efficacy of his ſuf- 
ferings. 1558 | 
4. This further takes in the knowledge of the 


perſons for whom he was crucified. Since his ſuf- 


ferings were an expiation for ſins, and he had no 


ſin of his own to make atonement for, he muſt 
die for the ſins of others. There were two ſpe- 


cies of intelligent creatures, that were in a lapſed 
ſtate, angels and men. It concerns us to know 
for which of theſe he ſuffer'd. The nature he aſ- 
ſumed, and the world he came into was a plain 
indication of this, that his deſign was to take hold 
not of the nature of angels, but of the ſeed of Abra- 
ham. By aſſuming the humane nature, he became 
a ſuitable Saviour for fallen man, but not for fal- 
len angels. Leſt this ſnould not be ſufficient ſa- 


tisfaction, we are expreſsly told, that 5 God /o lo- 


ved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
© Iiah Iii. 3, 1 Pet. ii. 23. Ichn ill. 16. 
that 
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that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. He taſted death for every 
man. He was made a propitiation for ſin, not for 
ours only, but for the ſins of the whole world. He 
is the Saviour of all men, but eſpecially of them that 
believe. All that were in a ſpecial ſenſe given to 
him by the Father, ſpall come to him, and him that 
cometh he will in nowiſe caſt out. The knowledge 
of this lays. a ſufficient foundation for our faith 
and truſt in him for ſalvation. What tho' his 
death be of an expiatory nature, if we are not of 
the number of thoſe for whom he died, what 
warrant or encouragement have we to believe in 
him any more than the fallen angels? Or why 
ſhould the offer and promiſe of pardon upon our 
repentance and faith, be any more made to us 
than to them? We ſhould be much in admiring 
God's diſtinguiſhing love in providing a Saviour 
for us, and giving him to be a propitiation for 

our fins. . | 
5. This includes alſo the knowledge of the ac- 
ceptableneſs and efficacy of Chriſt's ſacrifice. It 
Was an all-ſufficient one, of a ſweet ſmelling ſa- 
vour to God*. By one offering once offered he hath 
for ever perfected them that are ſanctiſied . There 
was no need he ſhould /uffer often ſince the foun- 
dation of the world, but once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf *. We might have commended his kind- 
neſs and good will in making the attempt, but 
if he had failed in it there would have been no 
ground for our dependance and expectation. He 
has therefore given us the moſt ſatisfactory evi- 
dence, that in his ſufferings he was his Father's 


t Heb. il. 9. u 1 John il. 2. * Epheſ. v. 2. 
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10 
beloved Son, in whom he was well pleaſed. He ful- 
ly anſwered the demands of his juſtice, and ful- 
fled all that he had undertaken. Tho' ſatisfac- 
tion be in itſelf a refuſeable payment, yet if God 
will accept of the ſufferings of another inſtead of 
the ſinners, no exception could be made to the 


ſufferings of ſo great and innocent a perſon as the 


Son of God. For zf the blood of bulls and of goats 
could ſanctify to the purifying of the fleſh, how much 
more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who through the e- 
ternal ſpirit offered himſelf without ſpot to God, purge 


hour conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living 


God a? Beſides what we may. gather from the na- 
ture of things, God gave abundant evidence of 
the efficacy of this ſacrifice by railing Chriſt from 
the dead, taking him up into heaven, and ſetting 
him down at his own right hand there. He would 

zver have been received with ſo much honour 
and glory if he had returned ye infecta. | 

6. This takes in the knowledge of the bleſſings 
that were purchaſed by Chriſt's death, and are 
the fruits and conſequences of it. If you conſult 
the holy ſcriptures, you will find that all that you 
ſtand in need of, and hope for, in time and to 
eternity, are attributed to this. We have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fin>®. We 
are reconciled to God by the death of his Son. We 
are juſlified by his blood, that we may be ſaved from 
wrath through him<. He has redeemed us from the 
curſe of ihe law, by being made a curſe for us, that 
we might receive the bleſſing of Abraham the pro- 
miſed ſpirit l. By his death he has deſtroyed Satan, 
and aboliſhed death. He has redeemed us from fin, 
and redeemed us unto God, and obtained for us 


Ne Heb. . 1, . > Eph. i. 7. 
© Rom. v. 9, 10, „„ 1. 33, 14: 
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the promiſe of an eternal inheritance. We are very 


_ defective in our knowledge of Chriſt as crucified, 


if we do not view theſe bleſſings in their connec- 
tion with the death of Chritt. Thus you ſee 
that the doctrine of a crucified: Saviour, taken in 
its full latitade and extent, is a very comprehen- 
ſive ſubject, and affords abundant matter for our 
thoughts to dwell upon. 


II. We are now to hy before you the reaſons 
why miniſters ſhould cultivate and propagate the 
knowledge of Chriſt as crucified. 

1. Without this knowledge we can have no 
ſatisfactory evidence that he is the promiſed Meſ= 
fiah. | | | 

Some think his crucifixion was typified by Mo- 
ſes lifting up the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
that the //raclites ſtung with the fiery ſerpents by 
looking to it might be healed. Our Saviour al- 
ludes ro this in the 3d of Fohn 14th and 15th, 
and ſays, John 12th the 3d, I, when JI am lifted: 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This 
ſpake he ſignifying by what death he ſhould dye. It 
ſeems alſo to be prefigured by Haac's being bound, 
and laid upon the altar, as a ſacrifice juſt ready 
to be offered, and by the killing and roaſting of 
the paſchal lamb; in alluſion to which Chriſt is 
called the Lamb of God that taketh away the ſin 
of the world. The like might be ſaid of the other 
facrifices of the law, the chief excellency and vir- 
tue of which lay in being typical repreſentations - 


of that great atoning ſacrifice, which was to be 


offered in the fulneis of time. 

The propheſies of the old teſtament concern- 
ing the Meſſiab's ſufferings and death are ſo very 
clear, and expreſs, that there is no poſſibility of 
evading them without offering the greateſt force 
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and violence to them. In the firſs prediction we 
are told that as the ſeed of the woman would 
break the ſerpent's head, ſo the ſerpent was to 
bruiſe his heel. In the 22d pſalm, bo many other 


pfalms, his ſufferings are deſcribed in a very lively 
and affecting manner. The 52d and 53d chap- 
ters of //aiah are ſo plain and full, that they look 


rather like an hiſtory of what is paſt, than a pre- 
diction of what is to come. That prophet is juſtly 


ſtiled the evangelical prophet, or the fifth evan- 


geliſt, there is ſuch an exact agreement between 
thoſe prophecies and the goſpel hiſtory. In the 


prophecies of Zechariab, it's plainly foretold, that 


©the ſword of the Lord ſhould awake againſt the 


man that was his fellow, that the ſhepherd ſhould be 


ſmitten, and the ſheep ſcattered; and that they ſhould 


| book on bim whom they have pierced, and mourn f. 


And in Daniel, that Meſſiah the prince ſhould be 
cut off, but not for himſelf, when he was to finiſh 
tranſgreſſton, and make an end of fin, and bring in 


an everlaſting righteouſneſ5, &c 3. Theſe prophe- 


cies are ſo numerous, and the ſenſe of them ſo 
obvious, that the Jews themſelves have no way 
of evading them but by inventing the groundleſs 
notion of two Meſſiabs, the one the ſon of Joſeph 
that was to ſuffer, the other the Son of David 
that was to conquer and triumph. But this is a 
fiction of their own that has not the leaſt foun- 
dation in the word of God. All the prophecies 
relating to the. Meſſiah, belong to one and the 
fame perſon. Some of them were accompliſhed 
in his ſtate of humiliation, and others of them in 
his ſtate of exaltation and glory that was to fol- 
low. His ſufferings then inſtead of being a juſt 
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ground of offence, are a great confirmation 
and eſtabliſhment of our faith in him as the 
Meſfiah. | | 
| 2. The knowledge of him as crucified, gives 
| us the cleareſt and moſt affecting view of the 
perfections of God that are diſplayed in our re- 
demption. In Chriſt's ſufferings, God's holineſs 
and juſtice, his hatred of ſin, and diſpleaſure 
againſt it, do moſt conſpicuouſly ſhine forth. 
Theſe are a clearer demonſtration of ſin's malig- 
nity, and demerit, of God's anger, and wrath, 
than any of the judgments he executed upon the 
old world, upon Sodom and Gomorrah, or upon 
his own antient people the Jes; nay than rhe 
damnation of ſinners would be; for Chriſt was his 
own eternal Son, more worth than ten thouſand 
of us, near, and dear to his Father, perfectly pure | 
and innocent, and yet when he ſtood in our room, , 
| God would not ſpare him in the leaſt. When 
. we conſider theſe things, well may we cry out, 
O O inexorable juſtice! unſpotted holineſs, and ma- 
lignant fin! Chriſt's croſs is alſo the cleareſt 
| glaſs in which to take a view of the matchleſs 
love of God to ſinners. In giving him to dye 
| for us, he preferred our welfare and happineſs to 
the temporary eaſe, honour, and ſafety of his own 
Son. h Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be a propitiation for 
4 our fins. Greater love than this bath no man, that 
| a man ſhould lay down his life for his friend, but 
God commended his love to us, that while we were 
fiuners, enemies, ungodly, and without ftreugth, Chriſt 
dyed for us'. God ſpared not his Son, that he might 
| ſpare us. When we conſider who Chriſt was, 
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and who we are, what we had deſerved, and how 


eaſily God could have glorified. his power, and 
juſtice, in our everlaſting overthrow, the thought 


of ſuch love may well fill us with wonder and 


aſtoniſhment. In this alſo is made known his ma- 
nifold wiſdom. He has abounded towards us in all 
wiſdom and prudence. The two contending at- 
tributes of juſtice, and mercy, that ſeemed in- 
conſiſtent, and irreconcileable, do here meet to- 


gether. Juſtice is diſplayed in the puniſhment of 


ſin, and mercy exalted in the pardon and falva- 
tion of ſinners. Having ſet forth Chriſt a pro- 
pitiation he can be juſt, and yet the juſtifier of them 
that believe in Jeſus. This way of redemption 
exceeded all human thought, and comprehenſion. 
It is the admirable contrivance and effect of in- 
finite, unerring wiſdom, and as it zs the Lord's 


doing it ſhould be marvellous in dur eyes. God alſo 


diſplayed .his power, in ſupporting and upholding 
our Saviour under his ſufferings, in carrying him 


through them, and making him victorious over 
| fin, and Satan, death, and the grave. He alſo 


ſhewed a due regard to the truth of his word 
of threatening ;z for tho' he did not immediately 
execute it upon the ſinner (for as ſupreme legi- 
ſlator, and ſovereign Lord, he had a right to 
diſpenſe with the letter of it) yet he would 
not do this but upon a moſt valuable conſidera- 
tion. He took care that fin ſhould be puniſhed, 


and juſtice ſatisfied. Chriſt's ſufferings were more 


than an equivalent to what was threatened, and 
we had deſerved. Sinners are ſaved in ſuch a way 
as is proper to deter them from future ſin, and to 
convince them that the threatnings of God are 
not to he trifled with. Thus do all the divine 


perfections ſhine forth in ſweet harmony and 


concord. But if we ſet aſide the conſideration 
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of Chriſt's death, they will be greatly obſcured. 
What proviſion will then be made for the ho- 
nour of God's juſtice and government? Chriſt's 
death makes God's glory and our falvation very 
conſiſtent, but without the knowledge of that, 
we ſhall be utterly at a loſs how to reconcile the 
one with the other. | 

3. Without this knowledge we ſhall be igno- 
rant of the moſt amazing inſtance of Chriſt's - 
love and condeſcention to us, and be deſtitute of 
the moſt powerful means of exciting and inflam- 
ing our love to him. In this the grace of the 
Redeemer did eminently appear, that ho! he was 
rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that we thro* 
his poverty might be made rich k. Tho he was in 
the form of God, and thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, yet he made himſelf of no reputation, and 


became obedient to death. His love was ſironger 


than death, and the many waters of adverſity he 
met with could not quench it. Having loved his 
own, be loved them to the end. This carried him 
chearfully thro? all his ſufferings. When we con- 
{der the height of glory he left, the depth of 


miſery he ſubmitted to, the meanneſs, unworthi- 


neſs, and ill deſervings of the perſons for whom 
he ſuffered, the greatneſs of the miſery he found 
them in, and ſaved them from, and of the glory 
and bleſſedneſs he advances them to, we have rea- 
ſon to ſay, there is an height, and depth, a length, 
and breadth in the love of Chriſt that paſſes knows 
ledge. If he could have redeemed us in an eaſter 


way without dying for us, his love had not been 


ſo conſpicuous as now it is. The way of our re- 
demption is as aſtoniſhing an inſtance of love as 
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the thing it ſelf. We ſhall be baſe and ungrate- 
ful creatures, if ſuch love do not re-inkindle ours, 


if we do not love him who firſt loved us. 
4. This knowledge is the moſt ſuitable and * 
porting to a guilty and wounded conſcience. It is 


the moſt healing balſam for its bleeding wounds. 


W hen conſcience comes to be throughly awakened, 
and to have due apprehenſions of the majeſty, 
and greatneſs, juſtice, and holineſs of God, of the 


purity, and extent of the divine law, and of the 


evil and demerit of ſin, it cannot but be follici- 
tous about an atoning ſacrifice for it. It will ſoon 


be convinced that mere repentance is not a ſuffi- | 


cient ſatisfaction to juſtice. If this were offered 
to human governors it would not ordinarily be 
accepted. The criminal muſt expect to ſuffer 


| himſelf, unleſs the honour of the government be 


ſecured by the ſuffering of another, or ſome other 
way. God being juſt, as well as merciful, the 
finner will find it a difficult thing to depend upon 
abſolute mercy for pardon, without a ſatisfaction 


' to. juſtice. The fears of one ignorant of a cru- 


cified Saviour, will riſe very high, and his hopes 
run very low. But this knowledge ſcatters his 
fears, revives his drooping hopes, and ſpeaks peace 
to his troubled deſponding mind. 0 ig be that 
condemns ? it is Chriſt that dyed. His blood cleanſes 
from all fin. If we ſin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, who bas been made a propitiation for ſin. 
Now that which has ſatisfied the juſtice of God 


may well pacify and purify the conſcience of a 


penitent, believing ſinner. But I do not ſe: how 


any thing ſhort of this could afford a ſolid foun- 
dation for relief and comfort. As zhe blood of 


bulls and goats could not take away ſin, ſo neither 
could our tears nor ſorrows, nor our own blood. 


Nothing but the blood of Chriſt was ſufficient 
for this purpoſe. 5. With- 


? 
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5. Without this knowledge we ſhould be det- 
titute of the. moſt genuine, and cogent motives 
to repentance. . Tho' repenrance without Chriſt 
would not have been ſufficient, yct this is neceſſary 
in order to pardon. He muſt repent, and be con- 
verted, that our fins may be bloted out, when the 
times of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the 
Lord. But it's, by looking on Chriſt whom we 
have pierced, that we are 3 to mourn and 
to be in bitterneſs of ſoul. The believing views 
of a crucified Saviour have the greateſt tendency 
to break and humble the ſoul for ſin, as it diſco- 
vers the evil and deſert of ſin, and the great dan- 
ger of continuing in it. F ſuch things were done 
zo the green tree, what... ſhall be done to the dry? 
Here alſo we fee the boundleſs goodneſs of that God 
again ſt whom we have , fined, how kind and gra- 
cious he has been, and ſtill is to us, who notwith- 


ſtanding our great provocations is ready in this 
Wonderful way, to Heal our backſlidings aud love us 


freely, to do away. our iniguities, and receive us gra- 
ciouſly. Muſt not thoſe hearts be incurably hard 
and impenitent, which: are not ſoftened by ſuch 


_ diſcoveries of grace as theſe? If ever we are pre- 


vailed upon to offer unto God #he ſacrifice of a 
broken and coutrite ſpirit, it muſt be in the wiew 
and contemplation of this atoning facrifice. 

6. This knowledge acquaints us with the faun- 


dation of Chriſt's kingly office as mediator. He is 


a prieſt upon bis throne,. and this throne is founded 
on his croſs. Becauſe he bumbled himſelf, therefore 
God hath. bighly exaited him m. Having purged our 
fins be ſat down at the right hand of the Majeſly on 
bigh. The conſideration of his death, adds force 
to his laws as King of the Church, and is the 


A 8s W, 19. 2 Heb. i. 3. 
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Lis! 
powerful motive of our obedience. How can we 
refuſe to comply with them, when they come re- 
commended to us by ſuch endearing love and grace? 
This is to be guilty of the baſeſt ingratitude and 
diſingenuity, as well as of diſobedience; and to be 
regardleſs of our own intereſt and ſafety; for we muſt 
ſubmit to him as our Lord, if we would reap ſa- 
ving advantage by his atoning facrifice, as our 
high prieſt. He has bought us with a price, that 
we might glorify God with our bodies ind pirits, 
which are his". He therefore died, and roſe, and 
revived, that he might le Lord both of the dead and 


living o. He will be the author of eternal ſalvation 


only to them that obey him p. 
7. This knowledge encourages us to depend on 


the prevalency of his interceſſion. If he had not 


been firſt our propitiation on earth, he could not 
have been our ſucceſsful advocate with the Father 


in heaven. But having by his death purchaſed all 


the bleſſings he intercedes'for, he pleads in his own 
right. His interceſſion is not a mere ſupplication, 
but a N of the merits and efficacy of 
his ſacrifice. He appears in the mid} of the throne 


as a lamb-that has been ſlain, or as the high prieſt 


in the Holy of Holies, with the blood of the fa- 
crifice in his hand. He offers the incenſe of his 


own merit witk the prayers of his people, and fo 


procures for them all the bleſſings they pray for, 
or ſtand in need of. It's the knowledge of ſuch an 
bigh prieſt paſſed into the heavent, that enables us 


to come with boldneſs to the throne of grace, to draw 


near with a true heart and with full aſſurance of faith. 
- 8. The crucifixion of Chriſt is the foundation 

and ratification of the covenant of grace, of which 
he is the ſurety and mediator. His blood is ſtiled 


* 1 Cor. vi. 21. ® Rom. xir. 9. 7 Heb. v. 9. 
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the blood of the everlaſting covenant 4. By dying he 
has purchaſed the bleſſings promiſed on God's part, 
and grace to enable us to perform the duties requir- 
ed on our part. In him all the promiſes of God are 
yea, and Amen, to the glory of God. Were it not 
for his ſatisfaction, I do not ſee how God could honor- 
ably have made ſuch promiſes to apoſtate creatures, 


or that they would have had ſufficient er.courage- 


ment to enter into covenant with him, being con- 
ſcious of their inability to perform what was requir- 


ed of them. But the knowledge of Chriſt eruci- 


fied ſcatters their fears, and jealouſies of this nature, 


lets them ſee where ſtrength is to be had, how God 


can honorably fulfil his promiſes to the fincere and 
upright, and what proviſion is made for the par- 


don of their unwilling infirmities and defects. 


9. Laſtly, This knowledge furniſhes us with the 
moſt powerful arguments for patience and ſubmiſſion 
under ſufferings, eſpecially when we are called to 


ſuffer for the ſake of Chriſt. This was one end, 


tho' not the only and principal one of his ſuf- 


fering, that he might /e7 us an example*, that 
we might tread in his ſteps. How inexcuſable 


ſhall we be if we are backward to ſuffer any thing 
for him, who has ſuffered ſo much for us? Or if 
we are fretful and impatient when he was ſo ſub- 
miſſive and reſigned? Did he ſay, the cup which my 
Father hath given me to drink, ſhall I not drink it, 


not my will but thine be done; and ſhall we murmur 


and repine, arraign, and quarrel with him, and his 
providence? What we are called to ſuffer is very in- 


conſiderable, if compared with what he ſuffered 


for us; and yet we lye under thoſe obligations, 
which he did not. Was the captain of our ſalua- 
tion made perfect through ſuffering, did he firſs ſuf 


1 Heb. xi. 20. * 3 f 
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like to make real converts to Chriſtianity. Whilſt 
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fer and then enter into his glory, and ſhall we be un- 
willing to get to heaven the fame way? Weimuſt 
ſuffer with him if we would reign with him. Ir's fit 
there ſhould be a conformity between the head, 
and the members. No motives fo powerful and en- 
couraging as thoſe which are fetched from the croſs 
of Chriſt. | ES Op 

I can but mention ſome of the uſes that might 
be made of this doctrine. 5; 

1. We learn the dignity of the miniſterial office, 


ſince our main buſineſs lyes in preaching Chriſt Je- 
ſus, in making known the favour of his knowledge 


every where. We are employed in the moſt ho- 
nourable and important work God is carrying on 
in this world. All thoſe civil intereſts and concerns 
which lye within the compaſs of time, and termi- 
nate with it (tho' valuable in themſelves) are mere 


trifles, if compared with what relates to the ſouls 


of men, and the eternal world. Ho beautiful upon 
the mountains ſhould the feet of them be that bring 


good tidings, that publiſb peace, &c. While we an- 


{wer our character, we fhould reckon it our honour 
to be thus employed, and ought to be highly eſteem- 
ed for our work fake. But we mult never expect that 


merely our office will ſupport our reputation, whilſt 


in our perſonal conduct we are a reproach to it. 
2. How unlike to the Apoſtle Paul are many of 


the Popiſh miſſionaries? He gloried in the croſs of 


Chriſt, and determined to know nothing fave this. 
They ſtudiouſly conceal it, left it ſhould be an of- 
fence to their hearers, and endeavour to accommo- 
date the goſpel as much as poſſible to the carnal ap- 
prehenſions and luſts of men: If this be not 70 
preach another goſpel, it's wretchedly to pervert the 
goſpel of Chriſt. They may make proſelytes to 
the ſuperſtition and idolatry of Rome, but are never 


men 


„ 
men are ignorant of the croſs of Chriſt, they are 
ignorant of one of the fundamental doctrines of the 
chriflian ige ĩðͤ 5: 55 
3. Vou learn what you ſhould chiefly propoſe to your 
ſelves in fitting under a goſpel miniſtry. As we muſt 
determine to preach, ſo you muſt determine to learn 
nothing in compariſon of this knowledge. If you 
| and we are principally governed by other views, and 
deſigns, we proftitute a ſacred inſtitution, provoke 
; the ſpirit of Chriſt to forſake the ſolemn aſſemblies, 
5 and to with-hold thoſe influences which alone can 
make our miniſtrations of ſaving advantage. We 
ſhall give up but an uncomfortable account of our 
f preaching, and you of your hearing. 3 
; 4. You ſhould examine what acquaintance with 
iq Chriſt, you have gained by the miniſtry you have 
far under. God has caſt your lot in a land of 
8 i goſpel light, and in a place where you have enjoy- 
| ed great plenty and variety of the means of grace, E 
15 and among miniſters, who have made conſcience of 
preaching Chriſt to you.- If you are ignorant of 
him, yours mult be a wilful, flothful, and affected 
1gnorance. This is the condemnation of many, that 
light is come into the world, and men love darkneſs 
rather than light, If you have ſome notional know- 
ledge of what Chriſt is in himſelf, what he has 
done, and ſuffered for you, what he promiſes to 
you, and inquires of you, and can diſcourſe of theſe 
things with ſome propriety and judgment, you 
ſhould then enquire . | 
; F. What efefts has this knowledge had upon 
I you ? Tho' ſome may be deſtroyed for lack of knows 
ö 3 ledge, yet I tear many more periſh with Bibles in 
oY their hands, and goſpel light in their eyes. Has 
1 your knowledge had a purifying and transform- 
pM ing influence on you? Do you ſo know Chriſt, as 
| | | 1 
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to believe in him and truſt him, love, and obey 
him? A mere notional knowledge without affection 


and obedience, will be but an aggravation of your 
preſent guilt, and future condemnation. How in- 
excuſable muſt they be, who know what Chriſt is, 
has done, and ſuffered for ſuch ſinners as they are, 
and yet feel none of its conſtraining power in exciting 
them to repentance for paſt ſin, and engaging them 
to cordial obedience for time to come? I we know 
our maſter's will, and do it not, we ſhall be beaten 


with many ſtripes. Chriſt will come in flaming fire, 


to take vengeame on them that know not God, and 
obey not the goſpel. It's not ſaying Lord, Lord, will 
avail us any thing, unleſs we do the will of our Fa- 


_ zber, which is in heaven. Chriſt will ſay to ſuch, 
depart from me, 1 know ye not, ye workers of iniquity. 


6. You ſee what courſe they mult rake, who are 


deſtitute of the knowledge of Chriſt or defective 
in it. Study the goſpel revelation concerning him, 
and attend the faithful preaching of it: Beg of God 
the ſpirit of wiſdom, and revelation in the knowledge 


of Chriſt, and live up to what you already know. 
To him that has, and improves what he has, more 
ſhall be given. If we follow on to know the Lord, 
we ſhall know more of him, of the power of his 


reſurrection, and tbe fellowſhip of his ſufferings. But 


then reſt not in any degree of notional knowledge, 


how great ſoever, for that will be no certain ſecu- 


rity againſt apoſtacy, either in judgment, or prac- 
tice. Labour after a practical experimental know- 
ledge of Chriſt. If you know him to be your 


God, and Saviour, by his having done that for you, 


which none but a God could have done, the ſenſe 
and experience of this will keep you ſteady, and 


faithful, and be the beſt preſervative againſt infide- 


lity. If you cannot diſpute ſo much for him, as 
| 1 15 „ een 
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others, yet you will not eaſily give up the faith of 
the goſpel, having felt the power and efficacy of 
it in your own fouls. If you would not be Jed 
away by the error of the wicked, and fall from your 
Seedfaſineſs, grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. To him be glory 
both now and for ever. Amen. DEE 
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